
Clarence High School PTO --  Meeting Minutes November 15, 2016 
 

Officers present:   
Julie Warman, President  
Janyce Phelps, First Vice President  
Jon Brennan, Communications Vice President  
Yvette Joshi, Treasurer  
Deann Powell, Recording Secretary.   
 
Also in attendance:  Tricia Andrews - Board of Education Liaison, Robert Coniglio -Assistant Principal, 
Barb Steffan - Teacher Representative, Ramona Hales. 
 
Welcome and Introductions 
 
Julie Warman called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Principal/Assistant Principal Report 
 

 Mr. Coniglio reported that the administration was in favor of adding a water station for the 
cafeteria.  The idea for a banner is still being discussed. 

 Julie pointed out that at the moment no one has stepped forward to fill the board positions on the 
PTO, so next year there might not be anyone doing any fundraising.  She wanted the 
administration to be aware of that before they made any decisions on having the PTO fund things 
at this time. 

 Mr. Coniglio suggested to add PTO to the agenda for the eighth grade welcome session that is 
being held in December.  It is hoped that some incoming parents might be interested in serving on 
the PTO board. 

 Tricia offered to send a notice out via constant contact to eighth grade parents about the situation 
as well.  She also agreed to send out a reminder about the upcoming welcome session. 

 On Monday the 21st there will be a speaker at the Town Hall talking about addiction.  It will begin 
at 7:00 p.m. and everyone is encouraged to attend. 

 
Board of Education Liaison 
 

 Tricia reported that the School Board meetings are quiet at the moment.  They should get busier 
and longer once budget talks begin in the next month or so.   

 There will be a all district faculty and student basketball tournament on March 31st at the high 
school to benefit the Clarence Schools Enrichment Foundation (CSEF).  They are planning for a 
team from every school with spirit day activities as well.  This is a family event as many of the 
CSEF events are more geared toward adults.  More information will follow. 

 Julie reported on the President’s Council meeting and reported that all of the issues with lead in 
the water in the district will be repaired and the repaired water supplies will be retested.  The 
state changed the criteria for safe lead levels, which is part of the reason why there are issues in 
some of the schools.   

 Julie also reported that she spoke with Dr. Hicks about WITS, the Williamsville School District 
information sharing system.  He is familiar with the system, but it is a top of the line totally 
integrated system that cost hundreds of thousands of dollars to put into place.  He is going to have 
someone investigate the various options for putting something similar into Clarence, which is a 
large concern once Jon has stepped down from his position at the end of this school year. 

 Julie also shared that some parents had concerns about the lack of a social worker at the high 
school.  Dr. Hicks told her that someone from CPS works with the district once a week and that he 
felt that the school psychologist was filling the void left when the social workers were let go. 



 Tricia stated that there has also been some discussion about adding a resource officer to the high 
school.  This person would act as a liaison between the school and the community to help with 
situations that develop. 

 
Teacher Representative 
 

 Barb reported that the school year is moving along nicely.   
 She has concerns about technology.  The servers for the entire district went down recently as did 

the phone lines.  There are also issues with some of the doors and locks that still need addressing. 
 She also has concerns about the future of the PTO and all of the things that the PTO does. 

 
President 
 

 Janyce made a motion that the minutes from the October 12th  board meeting be approved.  Barb 
seconded the motion and no one objected.  The minutes are available on the PTO website. 

 Holiday cookie day is on the calendar for December 16th.  Joyce Jansen will be coordinating this 
again, but this is her final year.  She has the signup genius ready to go in the near future.  Barb 
wondered if it might be easier, in future years, to simply give each teacher a single cookie in a 
plastic bag with a note from the PTO.  It’s something to consider for next year. 

 Julie and Interstate agreed not to hold senior pictures this summer as the interest was so low.  The 
yearbook, however, was unable to use the standard school pictures that Interstate does take of 
every student in September for senior pictures.  Julie spoke with Mr. Scumaci about the matter 
and he told her that Interstate was unable to provide the correct dpi for senior pictures.  Julie 
spoke to Interstate and they are happy to work with Mr. Scumaci to provide whatever he needs 
going forward.  This will provide Clarence parents with another option for senior pictures in the 
future. 

 The Princeton Review Test went well.  Around thirty kids took either the SAT or ACT practice test 
and no problems were reported.  They were held in separate rooms to allow the most realistic 
testing atmosphere.  The next session will be on January 14th and another will be held in April.  
The January test date will need to be promoted over December. 

 Post Prom has been given a closet on the second floor of the high school for storing their things.  
They made $1,190 from the Chipotle fundraiser.  The gift gathering at Murphy Browns was 
scheduled for November 16th.  They have a strong committee of around thirty members and 
volunteers. 

 The School Improvement Team (SIT) hasn’t met since the PTO meeting, but they are scheduled to 
meet on November 18th. 

 
First Vice President 
 

 Janyce had nothing to report. 
 
Communications Vice President 
 

 Jon now has student artwork to add to the newsletters.  He will do a gallery as well to showcase all 
of the work that is used throughout the year.   

 Sleep-out will need to be promoted in December, after the T-shirt sale and holiday cookies. 
 The Destination Imagination shopping night is being held at the end of the month. 

 
Recording Secretary   
 

 Deann had nothing to report. 
 



Treasurer’s Report 
 

 See attached Treasurer’s Report. 
 The SEPSA donation has been requested.  No vote is needed as this in already in the budget.  

Yvette will send them a check in the near future. 
 
New Business 
 

 Deanne King has spoken to Interstate about planners.  They are starting a new pricing structure 
and are unable to offer any quotes until January.  It has been suggested that the planners be 
offered for sale for maybe $5 in conjunction with the Monkey See, Monkey Do required reading 
sale that is done every May.   

 It has also been suggested that a Freshman Welcome pack be developed and offered for sale.  It 
would include a gray gym T-shirt, two locks with the same combination and a planner and could 
be sold at the Freshman Orientation parents evening.  

 Janyce remarked that the school used to give out planners with all of the information from the 
student handbook in them.  Now they just give out the handbook.  The planners might be less 
costly to produce if they don’t have to include everything in the handbook.  The matter will be 
discussed further after Deanne has spoken to Interstate in January. 

 Ramona reported that the CSEF had twenty-five grant requests in the fall and awarded fifteen 
grants totally $17,000.  Five of them were for the high school, including a camera for the yearbook 
club, a dissection lab for biology and an art project.  There will be a second round of grants in the 
spring. 

 Barb reported that the broken fountain near the gym has been repaired with much of it being 
replaced.  
 

There was no further new business and Jon made a motion to end the meeting.  Barb seconded and the 
meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
 
The next meeting is Wednesday, January 18, 2017, which is a change from the date given on the district 
calendar. 
 


